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OER definition

From SPARC: “Open Education encompasses resources, tools and
practices that are free of legal, financial and technical barriers and can be
fully used, shared and adapted in the digital environment.” (source)

From UNESCO: “Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning
or research materials that are in the public domain or released with
intellectual property licenses that facilitate the free use, adaptation and
distribution of resources.” (source)
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https://sparcopen.org/open-education/
https://en.unesco.org/themes/ict-education/oer

The 5 Rs: Almost all OER allow users to. ..

1. Retain - make, own, and control a copy of the resource (e.g., download and
keep your own copy)

2. Revise - edit, adapt, and modify your copy of the resource (e.g., translate into
another language)

3. Remix - combine your original or revised copy of the resource with other
existing material to create something new (e.g., make a mashup)

4. Reuse-use your original, revised, or remixed copy of the resource publicly (e.qg.,
on a website, in a presentation, in a class)

5. Redistribute - share copies of your original, revised, or remixed copy of the

resource with others (e.g., post a copy online or give one to a friend)
(source)
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https://opencontent.org/definition/

Why consider OER?

e Studies consistently show ~63% of students have not
bought a required textbook at least once. (source)

e Students will avoid classes or majors with expensive course
materials. (source)

e Some students have to choose between buying food and
paying rent or purchasing textbooks. (source)

EMORY
LIBRARIES &
INFORMATION



https://studentpirgs.org/2020/06/08/fixing-the-broken-textbook-market/
https://studentpirgs.org/2020/06/08/fixing-the-broken-textbook-market/
https://news.cengage.com/corporate/new-survey-college-students-consider-buying-course-materials-a-top-source-of-financial-stress/

Textbook Prices Comparison

From 2001 to

2019,
textbook
costs rose
160 o
137%

Source: Bureau of Labor
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https://www.bls.gov/cpi/data.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cpi/data.htm

Making education more equitable
A study of 21,822 students on OER impact found that they...

e “improve end-of-course grades and decrease DFW . . .
rates for all students.”

e “improve course grades at greater rates and decrease
DFW rates at greater rates for Pell recipient students,
part-time students, and populations historically
underserved by higher education.”
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http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf

Benefits of OER for Faculty

e Ability to customize resources to fit learning objectives -- faculty can
mix & match, edit, choose from multiple resources, and/or add in their
own material

e Students have day-1 access - no waiting for financial aid or bookstore
orders to come through

e Online availability

e Broad range of materials available: syllabi, test banks, homework,

slide decks, videos, podcasts, etc.
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Benefits of OER for students

e Free online and affordable print availability

e Ability to download & use offline

e Increased success - fewer drop/adds, greater progress
toward degree (source)

e Perpetual access to materials
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http://openedgroup.org/review
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Use these resources to find OER

e Open Textbook Library
o Collection of 717 self-contained textbooks that can be downloaded & used offline; most
have faculty reviews (from the U. of Minnesota)
e BCcampus
o 315 open textbooks from British Columbia higher education institutions

e OpenStax
o Fewer titles but fully developed, peer-reviewed, and highly professional
(from Rice U.); used by 9 million+ students since 2012

e Mason OER Metafinder
o Federated search engine that includes the sources above
and more

e Your Subject Librarian or Informationist EMORY
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https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?search
https://openstax.org/
https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html
https://libraries.emory.edu/contact/subject-librarian-directory.html

Ancillary resources

Types of resources

Exam/quiz banks
Homework banks
Slide decks

Syllabi

Interactive activities
Instructor guides
Discussion prompts
Canvas Course Shells

Where to find resources

OpensStax (look for “Instructor Resources” with each title)
Merlot

LibreText (for math & science)

Phet Simulations (for math & science)
MyOpenMath

Humanities Commons (for syllabi)

OER Commons
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https://openstax.org/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
https://libretexts.org/
https://phet.colorado.edu/
https://www.myopenmath.com/index.php
https://hcommons.org/deposits/
https://www.oercommons.org/

What if OER don't fit?

e Use library-licensed materials in Course Reserves

e Find library-licensed eBooks with unlimited seats

e Suggest less expensive alternatives such as rentals or
slightly older editions

e More info on Emory Libraries’ Affordable Textbooks and
Teaching Materials website
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https://libraries.emory.edu/materials/affordable-textbooks.html
https://libraries.emory.edu/materials/affordable-textbooks.html

Open education practices
include use of OER and
open pedagogy, “the
practice of engaging with Robin DeRosa

students as creators of S0 e
information rather than
simply consumers of it. It's
a form of experiential
learning in which students

The Open Anthology of Earlier

American Literature

demonstrate OER created by Prof. Robin de Rosa and her
. h h th undergrad students over several semesters;
understanding through the newer edition here.

act of creation.”
(source) EMORY
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https://libguides.uta.edu/openped
https://press.rebus.community/openamlit/front-matter/introduction/

Further Resources

e Emory Scholarly Communications
Office's OER Site
e ACC Learn OER

e OER Starter Kit

e Adopting Open Educational
Resources in the Classroom
Finding Free and Open Resources



https://sco.library.emory.edu/oer/index.html
https://sco.library.emory.edu/oer/index.html
https://sites.google.com/austincc.edu/acclearnoer
https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/pathways/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/pathways/
https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/help/finding-1
https://unsplash.com/@martinadams?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/library?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

Questions? Find help:

Subject Librarian or Informationist Website

Emory Libraries Scholarly Communications Office:

Website or Listserv

Jody Bailey: jody.bailey@emory.edu
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