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CFDE University Course:
Discourse of Disaster

Spring 2016
Friday 1:00-4:00 pm

Professor / Convener: Valérie Loichot
Professor of French and English
Core Faculty, Comparative Literature

Teaching Assistant: Josh Jayasundara
Master’s in Environmental Studies, York University
Doctoral Student, Sociology

Important Course Highlights & Information
e Three-Credit
e Topics Covered: Katrina, Haiti earthquake,
Exxon Valdez, Fukushima Daiichi, Ebola
e Open to undergraduate and graduate
students from all Emory schools

To register:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1DK51IQDA3TuPwIf
6U--NSxxnNJB4781gNiTxh9CmZPE/viewform

Discourse of Disaster offers an interdisciplinary perspective on representations of disaster,
methods of understanding disaster, and practical responses to disaster. We will address the
distinction between “natural” and “human-made” disasters; the disaster forcing the disruption of a
community; the disaster overwhelming available resources; the vulnerability of the planet; the ethics
of disaster; human rights; the position of the witness, survivor, reader and spectator. Guest speakers
include professors, professionals, artists, and activists from the fields of literature, film studies,
history, African studies, physics, law, theology, medicine, and Public health.




